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	BIG QUESTION
	What is meant by Windrush, and how did migration change Britain?


 
	
	[image: ]
	BRITAIN & CARIBBEAN
Before 1948
Links through empire and slavery
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	SECOND WORLD WAR
1939–1945
Caribbean people help Britain
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	EMPIRE WINDRUSH
22 June 1948
Passengers arrive at Tilbury





 
	
	WHAT SHOULD I KNOW?

	Why were Britain and the Caribbean linked?  Britain ruled several Caribbean islands as colonies. The transatlantic slave trade shaped Caribbean history and society.
Did Black people live in Britain before 1948?  Yes. Historical evidence tells us about people such as John Blanke and Mary Seacole, long before Windrush.
How did Caribbean people help in wartime?  Men and women from the Caribbean served in British forces during the Second World War.
Why did people come to Britain after the war?  Many hoped for work, better opportunities or family connections. Britain needed workers as it rebuilt after the war.
What was the Empire Windrush?  A ship that brought passengers, many from the Caribbean, to Tilbury in June 1948. Other migrants arrived before and after it.
What challenges did migrants face?  Many faced racism and unfair treatment when seeking jobs or housing, as well as separation from family.
How did they change Britain?  Migrants helped rebuild services and communities, and contributed to the Britain we know today.



	
	
	WORDS TO REMEMBER

	Caribbean  islands and nearby lands in the Americas
Empire  lands controlled by one powerful state
Colony  a place ruled by another country
Migration  moving from one place to live in another
Immigration  moving into another country to live
Windrush generation  people who migrated to Britain from the Caribbean in the post-war decades
Racism  unfair treatment based on race
Discrimination  treating people unfairly



 
	HISTORY DETECTIVES

	Passenger lists, photographs and personal accounts help us understand journeys. Different people had different experiences.





 
	EMPIRE & MIGRATION
Colonies • movement of people
	CONTRIBUTION & CHANGE
War service • rebuilding
	EVIDENCE & JUSTICE
Sources • discrimination


 
	EVIDENCE WE EXPLORE
	Passenger lists  •  Wartime recruitment posters  •  Photographs and personal accounts


Link back: the British Empire and Year 4’s Second World War unit help explain why this migration happened.
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