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	BIG QUESTION
	What was the Space Race, and how did it influence space travel today?
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	SPUTNIK 1
1957
USSR launches first satellite
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	FIRST HUMAN IN SPACE
1961
Yuri Gagarin orbits Earth
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	MOON LANDING
1969
Apollo 11 reaches the Moon





 
	
	WHAT SHOULD I KNOW?

	What caused the Space Race?  After the Second World War, the USA and Soviet Union competed for power and influence during the Cold War.
What was the Space Race?  A competition to achieve important firsts in space exploration and show technological strength.
What were the first achievements?  The USSR launched Sputnik 1 in 1957. Animals went on early flights before Yuri Gagarin became the first human in space in 1961.
What happened in 1969?  The American Apollo 11 mission landed people on the Moon. Neil Armstrong became the first person to walk there.
What happened after Apollo?  Space shuttles carried people and equipment into orbit; the first launched in 1981.
Why is the ISS important?  The International Space Station allows astronauts from different countries to live and carry out research together in orbit.
What is the lasting impact?  Space exploration developed new technology and scientific knowledge, and led to further missions and international cooperation.



	
	
	WORDS TO REMEMBER

	Cold War  rivalry between the USA and USSR after World War Two
USSR  the Soviet Union; a former group of republics
Satellite  an object that orbits a planet or moon
Astronaut  a person trained to travel in space
Apollo 11  the first mission to land humans on the Moon
Space shuttle  a reusable spacecraft used for missions to orbit
ISS  International Space Station
Legacy  something from the past that still affects us



 
	HISTORY DETECTIVES

	Photographs, film and mission records tell us about space achievements. Rival nations might describe the same event differently.





 
	CAUSE & COMPETITION
Cold War • USA and USSR
	CHANGE & INNOVATION
Satellites • missions • shuttles
	LEGACY & COOPERATION
Research • ISS • science


 
	EVIDENCE WE EXPLORE
	Mission photographs  •  Films  •  News reports  •  Spaceflight records
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