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	BIG QUESTION
	How did the Second World War affect people in Britain and across the British Empire?
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	WAR BEGINS
1939
Britain declares war on Germany
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	THE BLITZ
1940–1941
Cities face aerial bombing



	→
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	WAR ENDS
1945
The conflict ends





 
	
	WHAT SHOULD I KNOW?

	Why did the war begin?  Nazi Germany expanded its control in Europe. Britain and France declared war in September 1939 after Germany invaded Poland.
What was appeasement?  A policy of making concessions to avoid war. British leaders hoped this would prevent another major conflict.
Why was it a world war?  Countries across the world took part. The main opposing groups were the Allies and the Axis powers.
Who helped Britain in the war?  People from across the British Empire, including the Caribbean, Africa and Asia, served and contributed to the war effort.
What was the Blitz?  A campaign of German bombing that damaged British cities, homes and workplaces. Civilians had to shelter during air raids.
Why were children evacuated?  Many were moved away from cities to reduce the danger from bombing. Their experiences could be very different.
How did women’s lives change?  Many women took on new wartime jobs in factories, transport, farming and the armed services.
How do we know about the war?  Photographs, posters, speeches and personal accounts show different experiences and viewpoints.



	
	
	WORDS TO REMEMBER

	Appeasement  making concessions to try to avoid war
Allies  countries fighting against the Axis powers
Axis powers  countries including Germany, Italy and Japan
British Empire  lands across the world then controlled by Britain
Blitz  German bombing attacks on British towns and cities
Evacuation  moving people away from danger
Home front  civilian life and work during a war
Propaganda  information designed to influence opinions
Primary source  evidence produced at the time



 
	HISTORY DETECTIVES

	Posters, photographs, speeches and eyewitness accounts give different views. Ask who produced each source and why.





 
	CAUSE & CONFLICT
Appeasement • Allies • Axis
	EMPIRE & CONTRIBUTION
Global war • Empire forces
	CHANGE & EXPERIENCE
Blitz • evacuees • women


 
	EVIDENCE WE EXPLORE
	Evacuation photographs  •  Wartime posters  •  Speeches  •  Eyewitness accounts


Link back: revisit Year 4 Codebreakers and Year 5 Windrush; connect this war to the Cold War and Space Race.
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