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	BIG QUESTION
	What role did our local area have in helping to win the Second World War?
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	WAR BEGINS
1939
Evacuees arrive locally
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	CODEBREAKING
1939–1945
Secret messages are decoded
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	WAR ENDS
1945
The Allies win in Europe





 
	
	WHAT SHOULD I KNOW?

	Why does our local area have wartime history?  Bletchley and Wolverton existed before modern Milton Keynes was developed. Both have stories linked to the Second World War.
How did the war affect local children?  Some children were evacuated from cities to safer places such as Wolverton to escape the danger of bombing.
How did local people help during the war?  Civil defence groups, including the Home Guard, helped to protect communities from wartime dangers.
What happened at Bletchley Park?  Women and men worked together to uncover secret enemy messages, giving the Allies important information.
What was the Enigma machine?  A German machine used to scramble messages. Codebreakers used special methods and machines, including the Bombe, to help read them.
Why were the codebreakers important?  Their intelligence helped the Allies make decisions during the war. The work also contributed to later developments in computing.
How do we know about wartime life?  Posters, eyewitness accounts and aerial photographs provide clues about evacuation, defence and Bletchley Park.



	
	
	WORDS TO REMEMBER

	Evacuation  moving people away from danger
Evacuee  a person moved to a safer place
Home front  civilian life and work during a war
Code  a way to hide the meaning of a message
Enigma  a machine used to scramble German messages
Bombe  a machine used to help work out Enigma settings
Intelligence  information used to make decisions
Source  something that tells us about the past



 
	HISTORY DETECTIVES

	Aerial photographs, wartime posters and personal accounts are different sources. Compare them to build a fuller picture.






	LOCAL & GLOBAL
Wolverton • Bletchley • war
	EVIDENCE & EXPERIENCE
Evacuees • wartime sources
	SIGNIFICANCE & LEGACY
Codebreaking • early computing



	EVIDENCE WE EXPLORE
	Evacuation posters  •  Local aerial photographs  •  Wartime testimonies
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