Red Words

At CtS, we recognise that some commonly used words in English
contain unusual spelling patterns and cannot be decoded through
blending (for example, said or does). These are often referred to as ‘red
words’, ‘tricky words’, or high-frequency words.
As these words cannot always be sounded out, they need to be
learned by sight. We recommend practising these regularly at home, for
example through the use of flashcards or quick recall games.

The list below includes the red words that children are expected to be
able to read confidently by the end of the phonics programme.
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