
 

 

Geography Curriculum Key Vocabulary  

Year 1 Local area study 
Aerial view 

Address 
Near 
Far 

Travel 
Journey 
Routes 

Features 
Distance 
observe 

An island study – Katie 
Morag 

Human features 
Physical features 

Transport 
Tourist 

Compass 
Environment 

Country 
Island 
Ocean 

weather 

Where does fruit come from 
Continents 

Atlas 
Map 

Location 
Country 
Season 
Images 
Sources 

Fruit 
 

Year 2 Picturing places 
Human features 
Physical features 

Rural 
Urban 

Settlement 
Village 
Town 

Capital City 

The extremes of Antarctica 
Continents 

Oceans 
Map 
Atlas 

Location 
Habitat 
Glacier 

Mountain 

Amazing Africa 
Jane Goodall 

Climate 
Desert 

Weather 
Compare 

Jungle 
Grassland 

Africa 



Map 
hamlet 

Equator 
Antarctica 

Wildlife 
Tanzania 

 
 
 

Year 3 Mexico and me 
Human features 
Physical features 

Equator 
Northern hemisphere 
Southern hemisphere 

Latitude 
Longitude 
Time zone 

Tropic of Cancer 
Tropic of Capricorn 
Greenwich Meridian 

 

Milton Keynes 
United Kingdom 
Buckinghamshire 

Map 
Symbols 

Route 
Compass 

Milton Keynes 
Settlement 

Trade 
Natural resources 

Oceans 
Oceans 

Seas 
Habitats 
Marine 
Climate 
Reuse 
Atlases 

Continents 
Impact 
sources 

Year 4 Our Spanish 
Neighbours 

Spain 
Human features 
Physical features 

Spanish 
Continents 

Country 
Equator 
Tourism 
Festivals 

map 

When disaster strikes 
Active volcano 

Core 
Crust 

Dormant volcano 
Extinct volcano 

Fault line 
Lava 

Magma 
Mantle 

Richter scale 
Tectonic plates 

 

Travel Agent 
Aerial photograph 

British Isles 
City 

Country 
County 

Grid Square 
Region 
Scale 

Human features 
Physical features 

Year 5 Europe and France Convicts and Australia  



Human features 
Physical features 

Europe 
Mediterranean 

Export 
Trade  

Economy 
Latitude 

Longitude 
Northern hemisphere 

 
 

Australia 
Weather 
Contrast 

Maps 
Symbols 
Evidence 
Economy 
Location 

Interconnected 
Interdependent 

 

Year 6 Global Warming 
Global warming 

Biome 
Green-house gasses 

Vegetation belts 
Climate change 

Climate zone 
Tectonic plates 

Geological timescales 
Climate 

Coast lines  
Ozone layer 

Flowing Rivers 
Rivers 

Inhabitants 
Grid references 

Time zones 
Basin 

Down stream 
Floodplain 

Erosion 
Estuary 
Source 

 

Connecting the world 
Latitude 

Longitude 
Thematic maps 

OS map symbols 
Land use 
Energy 

Industries 
Job opportunities 

 
 

 


