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Wednesday 13th January 2021

Dear Parents and Carers,

I hope you are all well and managing to juggling very busy lives with staying safe and well. I wanted to write today to keep in touch and offer some support for any concerns you may have about home and in school learning. 

Firstly, we have been really impressed with how many children are logging on, at home, to their daily lessons and submitting work.   We do understand that this is not always easy and many of you are managing to work at home and support your children’s learning.  In an ideal world we would like you to continue accessing the home learning set by the teachers.  The home learning lessons mirror the lessons teachers are delivering in school.  This way we are trying our best to offer all children the opportunity to continue learning, covering the same curriculum.  However we do of course understand this is not always possible.

The government has asked us to indicate 4 hours of home learning for KS2 (Y3-Y6) and 3 hours for KS1 (Y1 & Y2). We also provide learning for our Reception and Nursery classes.  For some families this is easily achieved but for others this may be a real challenge. By 25th January we will publish our home learning offer on our school website but in the meantime we would ask that everyone does their best to engage their child in some learning every single day. This could include google classroom work, TT Rock Starts, reading, creative activities, some physical activities, cooking, cleaning and other household experiences.  

The BBC are also offering 3 hours of children’s educational programs on BBC2, CBBC and BBC I player every day.  The programs are of good quality, fun and engaging so I would recommend watching a selection of these every week. 

Some of the work we set on google classroom can be submitted and teachers will add comments and acknowledge the work.  Unfortunately we cannot follow up all queries with individual contact and sessions.  Some children will find some work more challenging than others and may need more support from you, we are trying to cater for all children of different abilities in very difficult circumstances. Some of you have also told us that working with different children on different topics is more challenging.

Considering this we are making some changes to our KS2 provision from next week. The children will continue to be set 1 hour of English and 1 hour of Maths.  We will also expect them to be reading and completing TT Rock stars every day.  However the Topic Work will change to Project Work.  Y3 – Y6 will share a project with work differentiated between the year groups.  This will enable children in the same household to work together.  The Projects will be fun and hopefully engage your children. More information will follow before the end of the week. This amount of work and 3 weekly sessions of Joe Wicks (Monday, Wednesday & Friday) will be 4 hours of work a day, meeting the government guidelines.

However, we do not want parents to worry if you are unable to follow all that is provided. You are not qualified teachers you are mums and dads! In these difficult times it is more important that you continue being mums and dads and support learning in the best way that you can.

Mrs Wilson-Andoh and Mrs Robertson are regularly phoning parents to see how you are getting on.  If you have not been accessing google classroom every day just chat with them about what you have been doing. Also, share any worries or difficulties you are experiencing and we may be able to help and support you to overcome them. There is enough pressure in the world today so please do not put yourselves under anymore. 

The second significant matter I would like to share is the pressure on school places. The vast majority of schools in MK and elsewhere are experiencing a very high demand for school places.  This is significantly more than during the last lock down in March and April 2020.  We would obviously like to have as many children in school as possible. We are able to offer bubbles of 15 so that we can socially distance and help reduce the risk of infections.  If we start to go over 15 we are no longer able to offer the same level of protection for the children and staff.  Less protection would lead to more frequent bubble closures and staff absenteeism which would impact significantly on our critical key workers, front line NHS, Carers and school staff, being able to go to work to benefit us all.

[bookmark: _GoBack]We do not want to be in a position where we have to start prioritising our key workers so, in discussion with our Chair of Governors, our request to you is to please only take a key worker place if you absolutely have to.  If you have a member of your household who is working from home please consider whether your children would be able to stay home. Therefore, as a key worker, only send your child to school if it is absolutely necessary and there is no other way you can keep them safe.

And finally, we have a very small number of laptops that we have been able to lend to some of our families.  If you do not have a working device in your home please contact us and we might be able to help you.  I cannot guarantee you will be able to have one but if we can get one to you we will.

Please take care everyone, especially over the next few weeks as the cases keep rising and we are all more vulnerable.

Yours sincerely,


Lorraine Quirk
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