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Ecumenical Primary School ...every school day counts!

Every child has the right to receive full time education.

Children can only make the most of educational opportunities if they
attend reqularly and on time.

Lessons lost will never be found.
95% attendance or below is a cause for concern.
90% or below is considered to be persistent absenteeism

It is not a parental right to take a child out of school for a holiday

The following reasons for absence will

What does the school do? not be authorised
* Provides 190 days of planned curriculum delivery > Looking after the house
- hot a day should be missed. » Looking after other family members
> Illness of another family member, i.e.
* Listens and supports pupil kept off school when sibling
unwell
* Reports levels of school attendance to: School > Shopping during school hours
governors, Milton Keynes Council, The Department > Birthdays
for Education and OFSTED > Day trips
> Holidays
* Monitors attendance regularly every half term > Unwell pets
* Informs parents of their child's unacceptable Most common acceptable reasons for
absence and where appropriate liaises with absence
parents to discuss the issue and offer support v' Tliness of child (not the parent)
v An emergency medical or orthodontist
* Aims to achieve an attendance target of 96% appointment that has not been
the national average attendance in primary school. possible to organise out of school
hours

v A religious event

Anyone wishing to take their child out of school on
compassionate grounds should write in advance to
the school, requesting permission and explaining
the situation.




Parental Responsibility Education Act 1996, Part V1, Chapter 11, Section 444
If a child of compulsory school age who is a registered pupil at a school fails to regularly attend the school, his/her parent/carers are
guilty of an offence.

In a few cases where a child persistently misses school and parents are aware of the situation but have been unable to provide a
reasonable explanation to the school for the absence, the parent/carers may be prosecuted in the Magistrates Court.

What if? What if your child is late?

Your child misses 10 days of school (20 sessions) « They might feel self-conscious.

They already have a 95% attendance
e They miss the beginning of the lesson

which contains the introduction to the

Your child misses 20 days of school (40 sessions) work from the teacher.

That's only 89% attendance - the equivalent of e They will be ‘catching up' for the rest
half a day off per week for a whole year. of the lesson.

e They miss the social part of the
Your child misses 38 days of school (76 sessions) beginning of the day.
That's 80% attendance - the equivalent of a « They may be reluctant or refuse to
day off a week for the whole year enter the classroom.

e They will cause disruption for all
other class members

What can YOU do to help and support our School?
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% Report the absence of your child as early as possible on the first day of absence

% Ensure that your child is in school by 8.50 am - so they don't miss out on the first part of the
day.

% Do not take holidays in ferm time -understanding that the beginning and end of terms are as
important as any other time in school.

% Encourage a pattern of punctuality and good attendance with your child - this sets them up
for their future.

% When one of your children is absent make sure that the others get to school - ask a friend to
bring them and check to ensure arrival.

< Ensure that we always have up to date contact information

% Arrange dentist and other routine appointments outside of school hours.

We know that life does not always go as planned especially in busy family homes in the
morning getting ready for the school day. School staff are able to signpost support for
families. Mrs Robertson can be found in Reception at the beginning and end of the school
day or you can pop into school at anytime to arrange for a chat with her.




