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What words could be missing…?

Reading feeds pupils’ imagination 
and opens up a treasure-house of 
wonder and joy for curious young 
minds.



Aims and Principles of the National 
Curriculum

Reading feeds pupils’ 
imagination and opens up 
a treasure-house of 
wonder and joy for curious 
young minds.



Becoming Readers: the strands

⚫ Book worms who read widely for pleasure and 
information.

⚫ Language lovers who notice how writers use 
language for effect and build their vocabulary.

⚫ Problem-solving readers who read accurately.

⚫ Reading detectives who understand what they 
read.

⚫ Book reviewers who respond articulately to a 
range of texts. 
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Reading mileage

‘Beginning readers need to read 600-1000 
words a week to become competent readers. ‘ 
(Arlington et al, 2008)
If you read 400 a week at home, we will read 
600 at school!
Please sit with your child at least three times a 
week. Record in the reading log.

‘Celebrating the joy of reading is crucial if we 
want to see all children reading well by the age 
of 11. Regularly reading for pleasure between 
the ages of 10 and 16 has a positive effect on 
children’s vocabulary, spelling and maths skills.’
(The power of reading , 2015)



Reading with your child

⚫ Find a comfortable place

⚫ Set a regular time – 10 minutes will be enough!
At least three times a week please! Daily best

⚫ Introduce the book/review the book

⚫ Listen

⚫ Talk

⚫ Record in log
For independent, older readers, they may read happily alone…but it 
makes a real difference if you discuss the book with them, again three 
times a week please.



The first read

⚫ The first read is often the ‘problem solving read’

⚫ Leave time for problem solving to take place…don’t jump in too 
quick

⚫ Did that sound right?

⚫ Does that look right?

⚫ Did that make sense?
⚫ Join in to model good reading 

⚫ Supply a hard word quickly! 

⚫ The sliding finger (not pointing)….encourages phrasing



Returning to the 
same book

⚫ The problem solving has been 
done!

⚫ Reread with a ‘storytelling’ voice.

⚫ Make the reading sound like 
talking – fluency

⚫ Talk more!

Reading the same book 3-5 times 
improves a reader's speed, 
confidence and fluency. It helps them 
to understand the book, and to read 
in phrases without using a finger!



What questions 
should I ask?

Find answers: How do you know she shouted? 
What did she have for breakfast?

Clarify: Ask about unfamiliar words: What is 
a harbour?
Find a word that means the same 
as…

Connect: Does this book remind you of 
anything? Yourself, other books, 
the world? 

Predict: What do you think …might do now ?
How do you think this chapter 
might end ?What do you think might 
have happened if…?



What questions 
should I ask?

Wonder: Why do you think the woman said that?
Can you explain how …
Are you asking any questions in your head?
What are you wondering?

Detective: Show me the word/clues  in the text that tell you 
how …is feeling?
How do you know…show me in the text? 

Summarise: Give me a summary of the last paragraph.
What did you find out about…?

Review: What did you think of it? 
Would you read more books by this author? 
Would you recommend it? Who to? Why? Why not?  



Accuracy and understanding

⚫ What had Billy made his tower from? Lego

⚫ Where were Billy and his mum? At home

⚫ What was Billy doing in the first sentence? Barking



Thinking aloud together to show 
understanding



When children 
become ‘free’ 
choice readers… 
getting the 
challenge right.



Reluctant to read?

⚫ Highly illustrated books

⚫ Comic books

⚫ Joke books

⚫ Non-fiction

⚫ ‘How to..’ books – activity books, how to 
make…

⚫ Books on topics that ‘gross you out’

⚫ Magazines

⚫ Audio books and E-books

⚫ Barrington Stoke – high interest, low reading 
age.

It’s FREE to join the library!

❖ Build in a sense of 
achievement 

we found out 
that…/We’ve got to 
chapter…/look, we’re 
already on page…./We’ve 
read that whole section…

❖ Find a bond with an 
author or series of 
books. 

❖ Share the reading –
children don’t have to 
do it all!

‘Boys in school might 
not  think reading is 
‘cool’ because it is a 
solitary activity.’
Find ways to share 
reading



Join in  
events…

⚫ Book breakfasts

⚫ Visiting characters

⚫ Dressing up days

⚫ Make an artefact from a book

⚫ Sleepover in the library

⚫ Madhatter’s tea party

⚫ Arabian story telling

⚫ Narnia in the woods

⚫ Extreme reading- get caught 
reading

⚫ The great reading journey

⚫ What if …books were gifts?  

⚫ Book sales

⚫ Publish OWN Books and 
share the reading of them 
with others

⚫ Theatre groups, authors and 
poets

.



Any questions…?

Useful websites

www.booktrust.org.uk/books
-and-reading/tips-and-
advice/reading-tips/how-to-
read-with-your-child/

www.booktrust.org.uk/books
-and-reading/tips-and-
advice/reading-
tips/Examples-of-how-to-
read-with-your-child/

www.lovereading4kids.co.uk

http://www.wordsforlife.org.uk/

http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/tips-and-advice/reading-tips/how-to-read-with-your-child/
http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/tips-and-advice/reading-tips/Examples-of-how-to-read-with-your-child/
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